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Priority Funding for Education 
The State of Alaska must provide timely, reliable and 
predictable revenue for schools; funding the true cost of 
education in all districts and providing full funding for all 
initiatives, laws and mandates that require additional services.  
Early notification of funding is crucial to sound financial 
management, as well as recruitment and retention of quality 
educators. 
 
Wrangell Public Schools strongly opposes SB39.  This would 
negatively impact our current year by reducing the budget by 
$57,000.00.   
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Career and Technical Education 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) for both rural and urban schools is critical to high academic 
standards and Alaska’s economic growth and stability.  Collaboration through professional 
development and management between the Department of education & Development (DEED) and 
Department of Labor and Workforce (DOL) with educators and industry based professionals is 
needed for the academic integration of rigorous and relevant curriculum.   The alignment of CTE 
programs to meet the needs of local, regional and state labor markets through this collaboration is 
also important for improving on-time graduation rates, higher career earnings and decreasing drop-
out percentages while also offering more dual credit opportunities. 
 
Dual Credit Courses/Middle College Program 
The Vision of the Wrangell Public School District is to graduate students who are resilient, innovative, 
and prepared for their future. Creating a way for students to earn college credit while still in high 
school aligns with preparing students for their future, while saving them time and money on future 
education endeavors. Wrangell Public School District is in favor of SB30, creating a middle college 
program, with proposed language changes allowing districts to choose how to implement and finance 
the program. Many districts cannot absorb the financial impact that this would have amidst the difficult 
budget concerns and recent cuts to education. WPSD is one of these districts. Additionally, not all 
juniors and seniors are prepared for college-level courses and without allowing districts to put criteria 
in place, students would be put in situations that could affect their future and desire to be a part of 
additional higher learning. WPSD requests that the language be changed from must and shall to can 
and may in order to retain local control for budget and readiness.  
 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
By age six, 27% of Alaska’s children have experienced at least two Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACES). Higher exposure to trauma increases the likelihood of suicide, the second leading cause of 
death for American teenagers.  Alaska has the highest rate of teen suicide attempts in the nation. The 
state must provide financial support so schools can partner with local communities to implement 
comprehensive, culturally appropriate school-based mental health programs that support and foster 
the health and development of students. 
 
Early Childhood Education 
Wrangell Public Schools strongly supports SB6 with the addition of including students who are three 
years of age.  We believe equitable access, to fully funded, sustainable preschool programs, provides 
a foundation of excellent social, emotional and cognitive instruction to students.  Research clearly 
demonstrates that early intervention and instruction is one of the best ways to increase student 
achievement across all demographics and create the greatest opportunity for all students to read 
proficiently by third grade.  Early childhood education should be considered as part of the public 
school funding through the BSA. 


